
 
 

Volunteer Attorney Accomplishment for Internal and External News 
 

Date:   July 30, 2010 

Names of Attorneys:  King Milling and Tal Hacohen 

Name of Firm:   Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Client Served:  Explore Schools 
 

Accomplishment: Assisted Explore Schools with successfully negotiating a management  

services agreement with current and future charter schools in the network, forming a nonprofit  

charter management organization, and amending the organization’s conflict of interest policy.  
 

 

Explore Schools is a New York-based nonprofit that establishes, supports, and transforms public 

schools in educationally under-served communities and helps to provide students with the academic 

skills and critical-thinking abilities they need to succeed in a college-preparatory high school. 
 

Explore Charter School first opened its doors in August of 2002 and in 2007 was named the  

National Charter School of the Year by the Center for Education Reform. In 2008, the founders of 

Explore Charter School decided to replicate its successful model and approached Lawyers Alliance for 

assistance.   
 

King Milling and Tal Hacohen of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP assisted the founders of Explore 

Charter School with forming a nonprofit charter management organization, Explore Schools, Inc., and 

obtaining federal tax exemption for Explore Schools.  After forming Explore Schools, Mr. Milling and 

Mr. Hacohen reviewed and amended Explore Schools’ conflict of interest policy and assisted Explore 

Schools with negotiating a management services agreement between it and Explore Charter School.  

The management services agreement addressed the relationship between Explore Schools and Explore 

Charter School and the sharing of executive personnel.  Recently, Mr. Milling and Mr. Hacohen 

assisted Explore Schools with negotiating a second management services agreement with Explore 

Empower Charter School, the first of the new schools based on the Explore model, and are expecting 

to negotiate similar agreements with several new and turnaround schools based on the Explore model.   
 

Having started with 168 K-3rd graders, today the Explore schools network has grown to include both 

the original Explore Charter School, which serves 466 students in grades K-8 and Empower Charter 

School, which was founded in 2009 and serves 154 students in grades K-2. 
 

About Lawyers Alliance for New York: Lawyers Alliance for New York is the leading provider of 

business and transactional legal services for nonprofit organizations that are improving the quality  

of life in New York City neighborhoods. Our network of pro bono lawyers from law firms and 

corporations and staff of experienced attorneys work together, delivering expert corporate, tax, real 

estate, employment, and other legal services to community organizations. By connecting lawyers, 

nonprofits, and communities, we help nonprofits to develop affordable housing, stimulate economic 

development, and operate vital programs for children and young people, the elderly, recent 

immigrants, and other low-income New Yorkers.  Each year, the 13 staff attorneys at Lawyers Alliance 

and 1400 volunteers serve more than 550 clients.  

 

Inquiries: Please contact Marketing Coordinator Anoush Bagdoyan at 212-219-1800 x233 with 

questions or requests for additional information. 


